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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claim 38 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with the 
written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described 
in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that 
the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 
The specification lacks written description in the description on the validating step. It is unclear 
how are data records are being validated using a diagnostic code and/or a treatment code in order 
to process the medical claims. It is also unclear and lacks of description on how a predefined 
relationship between a diagnosis code and a treatment code in the validated data records and a 
predefined episode treatment categories are being read. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claim 38 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable over Pritchard (U.S. 
4,491,725). 
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Pritchard discloses a computer implemented process for processing medical claims including the 
steps of: 

^ reading a medical claim data, input as at least one of plurality of data records, into a computer 
memory (col.4, lines 30-48); 

^ validating each of the at least one of plurality of data records, into a computer memory(col.4, 
lines 30-48); 

^ reading at least one predefined relationship between the at least one of a diagnosis code and a 
treatment code in the validated at least one of a plurality of data records and predefined episode 
treatment categories (abstract; "A local service provider enters into a local terminal the medical 
and MEDICARD information services provided or to be provided to the patient by using a 
patient service code and transmits this information to a central brokerage computer. The central 
brokerage computer converts the patient service code input by the service provider or 
MEDICARD into a particular service code for the patient's insurance carrier."); and 

f grouping the validated at least one of a plurality of data records to an episode treatment 
category based upon the predefined relationship, each episode treatment category having a 
dynamic time window defining a time period during which validated at least one of plurality of 
data records may be grouped to an episode treatment category (col. 5, line 18-col.9, line 49; it is 
inherent each and every episode treatment category have a dynamic time window). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey Pwu whose telephone number is 703 308-7835. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Sam 
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Sough can be reached on 703 308-0505. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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